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COME CELEBRATE!





There are just 7 weeks to go until our Come Celebrate event on December 19th at the Whitehorse Arts Centre Soundshell. Thank you to all those who have already volunteered to be involved in some way or other. There is still need for volunteers to help with: 


THIS WEEK


Collating the choir music (in the church office at 1pm this Wednesday 3/11) ready for their first practice this Thursday.  


TWO WEEKS BEFORE


Letter box drops in the fortnight before the event 


ON THE NIGHT


selling candles and giving out programmes 


supervising the toilets and ensuring paper supplies are sufficient 


clowning and balloon sculpting (training provided) 


helping with packing up and cleaning up after the event has finished 


singing in the children's choir (for children in Grade 2 upwards)


Please contact the church office if you are able to help in any of these ways. 





The adult choir commences practicing this week - Thursday night (4/11) at 7:30pm at Blackburn North Baptist Church.  All are welcome to come along even if they have not previously put their name down to be involved. 





Please continue to pray for this night including the weather; pray that the churches of Blackburn North can shine forth the love of Jesus to our community as we share the Christmas Story with them.








Small Groups at BNBC:


Premium Pastoral Care!


A Place to Grow – to study the Bible, pray, fellowship, and worship


Today: approximately 560 people meeting in 56 groups


Our Vision: 80 small Groups by mid 2001.











Next Week:  Bus Sunday ( 48th Anniversary) with Special Speaker Paul Craig from Diamond Valley.











Studies in the Book Revelation 


Study #3 of 7





“Indestructible Christians!”


Revelation Chapter 6














A messages on the text of Scripture addressed in this lesson will be presented at BNBC on 01 Nov.1999 by Pastor Allan Demond.
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Blackburn North Baptist Church


4 Dale Court, Blackburn North, 3130�



Opening Up:  What is your favourite secular song?  Why?  What is your favourite church song?  Why?





Reflecting on the Scriptures (Read Revelation 7:1-17):





What are we to make of the number 144,000?  What might the number symbolise?  Read Rev. 14:1-4.  Consider these facts:


both the Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Seventh Day Adventists have at some time claimed that this number refers to only them.


if you spread this number over 2000 years (ignoring the OT saints who anticipated a Messiah) it means only 72 people per year are counted in this number in the entire world.  


in verse 9 the crowd is described as “a great multitude that no one could count”.  Is this the same group?�


Note the diversity of the crowd (verse 9).  What does this tell you about God’s vision for his people?  What does it suggest about our responsibility as 20th century Christians?�


Describe the worship in this passage.  What are those in the crowd holding, doing, and saying?  How do these verses challenge your personal worship of God?�


How did these people’s robes become “white”?   What does this mean?  �


Verse 7:15 suggests that believers in heaven will “serve Him day and night in His temple”.  What does this suggest to you as you reflect on it? What possible activity might we engage in, in heaven?�


What is it like to live under Jesus’ “tent” (vss. 15 ff)?  How would these images encourage a 1st century desert people?  What contemporary pictures might you name to make the same points to a congregation today?  �


Notice the mixed metaphor in verse 17, the “lamb” will be our “shepherd”.  What do these images suggest to you about Jesus?  How is this a good picture of Christian leadership and ministry in the church?  �


If you were living in Asia Minor at this time and received this letter from John, how might it encourage you?  How might it encourage believers in the 20th century?











Resources for Group Growth:


An Ice breaker:  Question in a hat - Each member writes a question on a slip of paper and puts it in the hat. Pass the hat and take turns each answering a question.


Has your group used any of the 5 Videos prepared for groups by our Pastor?  Speak with your coach or Bruce McEwen to arrange the loan of these videos.


Pray for your group missionary, your pastors, one another.


 


