Encouragement for Today - Study #4 Bible Study Notes on Hebrews 3:7-19, 10:19-25 Study #4 of 14





A message on the passage of Scripture addressed in this study will be preached at BNBC by Troy Arnott at the 6.00 pm, 9:00 am and 11:00 am services on 1-2 September 2001.





(Note to Leaders: Do all or some of the items on the sheet as time and circumstances dictate)





Opening Discussion (icebreaker) What project really stretched your limits of endurance? What kept you going?





What new warning is given in 3:8-12?  How does this compare to the warning in 2:1-4?  


To what incident does the quotation Psalm 95 refer to  (see Numbers 14:22, Numbers 20:13)?


How did the people of Israel harden their hearts?  


What does it mean to turn away from the living God (refer 3:12)?  


Does God still speak today?  Give some examples of the way he has spoken to you through the Bible.  What would you say to someone who said, “The Old Testament is a second – best way of hearing God speak to us?  What we need is to hear God speak directly to us”.  


Think back to the time you came to know Christ.  How has your confidence and belief in Him grown since then?  What things encouraged that growth?


Verse 10:19 commences with “Therefore”.  What is the significance of the preceding verses?  Or what is the “therefore” there for?


Refer Verse 10:20.   What is the significance of Jesus’ body being called “the curtain” (see Hebrews 6:19)?


Read 10:19-25 again and consider each of the five “let us” statements.  What does each one mean?  Think of practical ways that the members of your group and your church community could encourage each other to live more like this?


How can you approach God?  What do phrases like with a sincere heart, and in full assurance of faith mean?  


To close: Spend some time praying as a group thanking God for his warnings as well as his encouragements.  Pray that God will show you how to help each other to persevere in faith.


For deeper reflection: What parallels exist between the challenges experienced by the people in Moses’ day and the challenges we face today?  What parallels can you find between the work Moses did for the people of Israel and the work Jesus did for the world?   What enables us to enter God’s presence at any time (see 10:19,20)?  What holds you back from talking to God about your deepest needs?


