A Sympathetic Saviour - Study #3


Bible Study Notes on Hebrews 2:5-18, 4:14-16 Study #3 of 14





A message on the passage of Scripture addressed in this study will be preached at BNBC by Allan Demond at the 6.00 pm, 9:00 am and 11:00 am services on 25-26 August 2001.





(Note to Leaders: Do all or some of the items on the sheet as time and circumstances dictate)





Opening Discussion (IceBreaker) What do people usually mean when they say, I’m only human?





In contrast to the popular expectation of that day (2:5), to whom does God subject the world (2:6-8a)?  Why is this rule not yet complete nor universal?   Who rules instead?  


In what respects was Jesus “made lower than the angels” (2:9)?  What elevated him above them?  


Why did we need someone with flesh and blood like us – not an angel – to die in our place (2:14-18)?  What did Jesus accomplish by his death as one of us?  


Jesus is described in 2:10 as “being made perfect through suffering”.  Perfect means achieving the desired end or purpose.  Here are some references where the idea of perfect can be found.  (It is also sometimes translated “maturity”): 5:9,14; 6:1; 7:11,19, 28; 9:9,11; 10:1,14; 11:40; 12:2,23.  Study them carefully then summarise in one or two sentences what God’s end or purpose for Jesus is.  Perhaps each member of the group, or pairs, could look at two references; then briefly discuss what you found with the whole group.


What do the phrases “author of their salvation” or “the salvation pioneer” (2:10) mean?


What does Jesus call those who trust in him as their Saviour (2:11, 12)?


How do we benefit from the fact that Jesus shared in our humanity (2:14-16)?  


In what ways is Jesus, as a human being, like us? 


In what ways is Jesus, as a human being, different from us?


How might the fact that Jesus was tempted help you to cope with the temptations in your life?  


How might the fact that Jesus suffered help you cope with suffering?


How does Jesus help us in our daily struggle to be obedient to God (refer 4:15-16)?


To close: Read 4:16 together then spend some time praying together about your everyday concerns, bringing Christ’s divinity and humanity to bear on the things you pray about.


For deeper reflection: How did Jesus suffer? What would you say to someone who believes that God doesn’t care about suffering in the world?


