Pay Attention - Study #2
Bible Study Notes on Hebrews 2:1-4, 6:4-12 Study #2 of 14

A message on the passage of Scripture addressed in this study will be preached at BNBC by Allan Demond at 9:00 am and 11:00 am Sunday 19 August 2001.

(Note to Leaders: Do all or some of the items on the sheet as time and circumstances dictate)

Opening Discussion (Ice-Breaker): In what class at school (if you can remember that far back) was it hardest to pay attention?

1. What warning is given in 2:1?  To what does “therefore” refer?

2. What dangers exist in the “drifting away” mentioned in 2:1?  What does it mean to drift away?  What activities and influences help you hold firm? 

3. What happens to people who ignore God’s way of salvation?  What are the consequences of neglecting the message (Refer 2:3)?

4. What would you say to someone, who says, “it doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you are sincere”?

5. How did the message of salvation (refer 2:3,4) come to us?  How is this message validated?

6. In light of such a strong warning (refer 6:4-6) how can you be sure that you won’t fall away?   How does 6:13-20 reassure you?  

7. What are three characteristics of those who fall away?  (Refer 6:4-6)

8. Is their fate (v6) reversible? Why? (See also Matthew 10:33) 

9. What does the agricultural analogy suggest (6:7,8)?  Are these people true believers gone bad?  Those who “hung around” true believers but ultimately turned away?  Borderline believers who need to examine themselves?

10. How and why does the author then encourage his readers to do better (refer 6:9-12)?  

11. Suppose you have a Christian friend who thinks he/she is beyond God’s forgiveness, how would you help them?

12. When have you been spiritually lazy?  What got you going again? How does diligence contribute to spiritual maturity?

To close: Pray that as you study this letter God will help you to pay careful attention to what he is saying and that you will take the warnings and encouragements of these passages to heart.

For deeper reflection: How can a person be “nailing the Son of God to the cross again (6:6)? How likely is it for a person who truly understands what Christ has done to turn away from him (6:4-5)? What is the evidence that a person has truly responded to Christ? How can this passage serve as a motivation for you to live for Christ?

